Blame It on the Sun: George Jackson and Poetry of Palestinian Resistance

The Office of Dean of Research and the Arabic Department co-sponsored a public lecture titled, “Blame It on the Sun: George Jackson and Poetry of Palestinian Resistance,”  by Dr. Greg Thomas, Associate Professor of Black Studies in English at Tufts University. The lecture was held on September 8 in the Furno Hall.

In his introductory remarks, Dr. Jamil Khader, Dean of Research and Professor of English, indicated that this lecture is the first in a series of lectures and colloquia hosted by the ODR that aims at promoting a culture of excellence in research and at creating a climate of academic exchange and dialogue at the university. 

Dr. Khader also provided a brief context for the talk, placing it in a long history of Palestinian-Black solidarity that predates recent social media campaigns. He also noted that the talk will not simply romanticize the links and common struggle between African Americans and Palestinians, but will also look at problematic moments in this particular history of solidarity and will draw conclusions about its nature and future.

In his talk, Dr. Thomas introduced the life and work of the Black activist and prisoner George Jackson and his story with Palestinian resistance poetry especially, Samih Al-qasem’s poem, “Enemy of the Sun.” After his assassination, Al-qasem’s poem was mistakenly attributed to Jackson and was published under his name in the Black Panther newspaper.  Dr. Thomas argues that this incident cannot be simply dismissed as a literary ‘mistake’, but rather serves as a powerful illustration of kinship in the practice of revolutionary political solidarity between Palestinians and African-Americans.  
 
In the second part of his talk, Dr. Thomas explained that this project had its roots in an exhibition he curated for the Abu Jihad Center for Prisoner Movement Affairs on the Abu Dis campus of Al Quds University. The exhibition, “George Jackson in the Sun of Palestine,” opened in October 2015 and ran through much of 2016.   The idea of the exhibition highlights a story of deep existential and metaphysical connection for solidarity between these two oppressed communities. 
  
Finally, Dr. Thomas surveyed the work of other contemporary poets whose poems lead back to Jackson and the theme of Palestinian-Black solidarity. These poets include, on the one hand, the African American poets June Jordan, Marvin X (cum Imam Maalik El Muhajir), Laini Mataka, and Amiri Baraka, and on the other, the diasporic Palestinian poets Suheir Hammad and Susan Albuhawa who refer to the Palestinian struggle as a Black struggle. This was meant to resist the erasure of consciousness and solidarity and to champion outlaw memory and identifications.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The talk was well attended by faculty and students from the English Department, the Arabic Department, Social Sciences, and Humanities. Fr. Peter Dubrul, Instructor in the Religious Studies Department, praised the speaker’s engaging style and commended the way he “linked George Jackson's cell library, through Samih al-Qasim, to the on-going Palestinian struggle.” Yara Breigheith, an English major, thought the talk was “beneficial and important especially for these marginalized groups and peoples, because they need this awareness to create the solidarity between each other and achieve their dream of freedom and taking their homeland back.” Dr. Zein Al-Awawdeh, Associate Professor of Arabic, said that he was intrigued by the way Palestinian ideological and artistic tropes were employed in African-American literature especially, prison literature, in the struggle against racial and colonial oppression. Finally, Mr. Zane Wolfang, an American volunteer at Bethlehem University, appreciated the fact that the talk presented “important narratives that have clearly been censored from the mainstream intellectual dialogue.” He added that “We need the poets, we need the truth, and we need the teachers who inform us about both.”
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